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1 TI M. iii. 1. 


Tuts 1s A TRUE SAYING : Ir A MAN DESIRE THE 


Orrics or A BisHoP, HE DESIRETH A GOOD 
WoRKk. 
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HE temporal Emoluments, which have been 
* es annexed to the E piſcopal Office, from the Time 
ul N that Chriſtianity firſt gained a civil Eſtabliſh- 

ment in the World, have ſo often really made 
it, and have ſo much oftener been ſuſpected to make it, 
an Object of Ambition to the Clergy ; that the Authority 


of an Apoſtle may ſeem, at preſent, unneceſſary to re- 
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commend it to their Choice, whatever it might be at a 


Time, when a ſuperior Station in the Church expoſed 
them of Courſe to greater Hardſhips, and ſeverer Perſe- 
cution. But it is the Work, not the Rank or Affluence 
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which accidentally accompany it, that St. Paul pronounces 
to be good: And if Religion or Virtue be of any Impor- 
tance to the World, a Conſideration of the Utility of this 
Office to promote and ſupport them will ſhew the Truth 
of the Saying in the Text ; and obviate ſome Prejudices, 
which are weakly, though perhaps honeſtly, entertained 


againſt it, 


Tux Inattention of the Generality of Mankind to every 
Thing that is not forced upon their Obſervation by imme- 
diate Senſe, is an obvious Fact. Their Incapacity to 
diſcover for themſelves the Origin, the Extent, and the 
Importance of their religious and moral Obligations ; and 
their Unwillingneſs to impreſs them on their Minds when 
diſcovered by others, or even revealed by God himſelf, 
is no leſs apparent. The Neceflity which moſt of them 
are under of employing a large Share of their Time and 
Induſtry in ſupplying their temporal Wants ; and the 
prodigious Increaſe of theſe Wants, both real and ima- 
ginary, from the Diſorders of artificial Society, contributes 
ſtill farther to engage them in merely animal Purſuits ; 
and of Courſe interferes proportionally with that Attention 
which is due to their ſpiritual Concerns, 


IT 
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IT is manifeſtly of the higheſt Importance to the 
perſonal Happineſs of Men, that they ſhould be raiſed 


from this groveling State; that Creatures, ſent into the 


World with Capacities for religious Improvement, ac- 
countable for their Actions to the Author of their Being, 
and deſtined to exiſt for ever in a happy or miſerable 
Eternity, ſhould be poſſeſſed with a ſerious Apprehenſion 
of theſe awful Truths. It is alſo for the Intereſt of 
Society, that thoſe ſtrong Propenſities in our Conſtitution 
which are naturally excited by the Preſence of their cor- 
reſpondent Objects, but often cannot be gratified without 
private and public Miſchief, ſhould be reſtrained from 
burſting into Action, by Principles of wider Extent and 
more powerful Influence, than any Thing human can 
ſupply. In ſhort, it is neceſſary that ſome Proviſion 
ſhould be made for bringing home to the Boſoms of Men 
the Conſideration of their real State; that they ſhould be 
called upon to reflect on what they are doing; that they 
ſhould not be left to fluctuate at the Mercy of every riſing 
Guſt of Paſſion ; but be reminded by aſſiduous Precepts, 
and perpetually recurring Memorials, of the great End of 
their Being, and the only Means of attaining the proper 
Happineſs of their Nature. 
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To leave this important Taſk to the caſual Zeal of ſelf- 
commiſſioned Inſtructors, would be to make a very inade- 
quate Proviſion for the Neceſſities of Mankind. It would be 
to let looſe-upon the World, with the Authority of Teachers, 
Perſons of all others the leaſt qualified to reform it ; to ob- 
trude upon the ignorant and injudicious the idle Suggeſtions 


of Whim and Fancy, inſtead of inſtructing them in the ge- 
nuine Principles of pure Religion; not to mention, that ſe- 
rious Principles are quickly effaced from the Mind, unleſs 
they are ſtruck deep by frequent and repeated Impreſſions : 
| whereas, in this Caſe, the Efforts to inculcate them would 
be irregular and deſultory, and conſequently ill calculated to 
counteract the Effects of worldly Objects, which are always 
preſent to the Senſes, and pleading for Admiſſion to the 
Heart. To delegate this Care to Perſons engaged uſually in 
ſecular Buſtneſs, and applying only a ſmall Part of their At- 
tention to what demands and will employ the whole, would 
be entruſting it to ſuch, as cannot be ſuppoſed either the 
moſt able or moſt willing to perform it as they ought. To 
place the great Truths of Morality, obvious as they may 
ſeem, in a clear and convincing Light, is a Work of no 
vulgar Kind; and not to be exeguted, to any conſiderable 
Purpoſe, but by prepared and exerciſed Talents, To explain 
the Doctrines, inculcate the Precepts, and defend the Au- 


thority of Religion, requires Knowledge more extenſive, 
Meditation 
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Meditation more profound, and Eloquence more powerful, 
than can reaſonably be expected from vague, divided, and un- 
appropriated Induſtry. Beſides, the very Inclination to be 
inſtrumental in calling off others from their unreaſonable 
Attachments to this World, depends upon our being raiſed 
above them in ſome Meaſure ourſelves; upon our being 
placed in a proper Station for looking down upon the com- 
mon Purſuits of Life with a cool Contempt and affectionate 
Pity, as incapable of producing Happineſs, and as the uſual 
Sources of Miſery, It is in vain to look for this calm ab- 
ſtrated Temper, in the Degree that is neceſſary to produce 
any extenfive Good, among thoſe who, humanly ſpeaking, 
cannot but be hurried away by the Torrent themſelves ; and 
ſtand in Need of the friendly Admonitions of others. Even 
with all imaginable Advantages for acquiring it, Complaints 
are made, and they are not entirely groundleſs, of its being 
too ſeldom found, What then might be expected to happen, 
if, while ſo many various Claſſes of Men are employed in 
ſupplying the Neceſſities of animal. and ſocial Life, there 
ſhould none be ſet apart to remind their Fellow-Creatures, 
of deeper Wants and more important Relations; to point 
out to them a future Period of Exiſtence beyond the Grave; 
to excite their Deſires after ſpiritual and eternal Happineſs ; 
and inform them on what Conditions it may be obtained ? 
And how can this Taſk. be performed, but by Perſons 


inured 
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inured early to a thoughtful, contemplative Life ; and ex- 
empted, by an eaſy Supply of their Wants, from the Ne- 
ceſſity of engaging in thoſe Occupations, ' which not only 
engroſs the Attention, but make the Mind itſelf trifling, 
ſecular, and contracted; and c e of riſing above 
earthly Things ? 


Tux Advantages of ſuch an Inſtitution are obvious in 
Theory ; and will be found, upon impartial Enquiry, to be 
confirmed by Experience. Regularity of Manners, and a 
Freedom from groſs Vices, cannot well fail of being the ge- 
neral Characteriſtic of Perſons, who, profeſſing to inſtruct 
others in Virtue, can ſcarce be eaſy themſelves under an ap- 
parent Contrariety between their Principles and Practice 
and who have the Reputation of their Order, as well as 
their perſonal Character, to ſupport and maintain. It cannot 
be, but that ſome will be eminent Patterns of what they re- 
commend ; and the Influence of a Body of Men, faithfully 
labouring, by Example and Precept, to inculcate the great 
Duties of natural Religion, together with the important Diſ- 
coveries of Chriſtianity, though queſtionable perhaps, and 
even imperceptible in particular Inſtances, muſt yet upon 
the whole be very conſiderable. And accordingly we find, 
that the Chriſtian World, where alone this Proviſion for dif- 


fuſing Piety and Virtue has been made in any adequate 
Degree, 
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all its Deviations from the Rule of Right, has manifeſtly 
been preferved in greater Purity, than any other Part of the 
human Race. Whatever Share the Miniſters of Religion 
have had, (and it would be a Reflection upon human Na- 
ture to ſuppoſe they have had none) in making Men attentive 
to the Concerns of another Life; they have ſo far been in- 
ſtrumental in promoting alſo the common Advantage in this. 
For religious Impreſſions are the firmeſt Foundation of every 
ſocial Virtue ; of Juſtice, Veracity, and Faithfulneſs ; of 
Beneficence, Candour, and Compaſſion ; of Sobriety, In- 
duſtry, and public Spirit. Where-ever theſe authorized 
Teachers have been leſs immediately attentive to the com- 
mon Rights of Mankind, and employed in aggrandizing 
their own Order, in Oppoſitioa to the general Good ; the 
Blame has not been wholly theirs. They were infected, 


in common with others, by the abſurd Superſtition of 


ſuppoſing, that Chriſtian Perfection conſiſts in the Ex- 


tinction of every human Paſſion, and a total Detachment 
from all the Endearments of Life. Celibacy and Monachiſin 


were built upon this Baſis; and the Zeal of the Laity in 
eſtabliſhing them went Hand in Hand with that of the 
Clergy. The natural Objects of Affection being thus pro- 


ſcribed, it could not be but that others would be ſubſtituted... 


In 


Degree, with all its Corruptions of the Rule of Faith, with 
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in their Room; and from Perſons induſtriouſly ſequeſtered 
from all Connection with their Fellow-Creatures, what 


could be expected, but Projects for their own Advancement ; 
and Attempts to repay themſelves in Power for their Loſs of 
all the Comforts of Society ? But a great Part of Chtiſten- 
dom has already ſeen, and a greater ſtill is in a fair Way of 
ſeeing, the Abſurdity of theſe Inſtitutions, It is much to 
be lamented, that the Odium they have excited, continues 
longer, and extends wider, than can be warranted by real 
Fact and common Juſtice. Suſpicions of ambitious Deſigns 
againſt civil Liberty, and in Favour of hierarchical Tyranny, 
{till continue to haunt the Minds of many; who might eaſily 
ſee, that the Perſons they dread, have neither Ability nor 1 n- 
clination to revive thoſe antiquated Chimæras. Incorporated 
with thereſtof the Community; united bythe ſamelIntereſts; 
connected by the ſame Ties; aſpiring tonoexcluſive Privileges; 
deprivedof the Means of entering into any ſelfiſh Plots; they 
may juſtly expect to be exempted from all Imputations. 
But ſuch is the Fairneſs of Men to one another, that what- 
ever Order of them is at all diſtinguiſhed from the reſt, be 
it only by the moſt trivial external Circumſtance, ſhall for 
ever be looked upon with a jealous Eye, for their wrong Be- 
haviour at one particular Period, and in one particular Situa- 
tion, let the Danger, or even the Poſſibility of their repeat- 
ing the ſame, be ever ſo inconſiderable and remote. 

Nor 
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Non does the Injuſtice ſtop here. The Faults of Indi- 
viduals are, in common Caſes, imputed to themſelves only. 
A ſhallow Declaimer will, now and then, be drawing Con- 
ſequences injurious to human Nature at large, when he has 
collected a few Inſtances of perſonal Depravity : but a ſmall 
Share of Penetration and Candour is ſufficient to make any 
one ſee through, and deſpiſe, ſo poor a Sophiſm. Indeed, 
when the Reputation of collective Bodies, at any particular 
Period, is to be eſtimated, the Characters of thoſe, who 
happen to compoſe them, though influenced by no Circum- 
ſtances that can be ſuppoſed to operate uniformly and ge- 
nerally, will of Courſe have great Attention paid them: but 
to blacken a whole Order; to entertain indiſcriminately a 
*bad Opinion of its Members ; and to ground it only upon 
the Failings of a few, who act in Contradiction to Motives 
the moſt likely to produce a contrary Effect, and actually 
producing it upon the Majority, is Folly, and Prejudice, 
and Iniquity, carried to a Heighth that would univerſally be 
thought inſufferable in any ether Inſtance. 


IT appears then, that if Piety and Virtue are worth ſup- 
porting in the World; if:it be an Object of public Concern, 
that they ſhould produce their genuine Effects, as extenſively 

as poſſible; there muſt be a ſeparate Order of Men, appoint- 
C ed 
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ed to inculcate and to enforce them. The Care of govern- 


ing this Order-in its ſeparate Capacity, (for in other Re- 
ſpects it muſt be ſubje& to the civil Magiſtrate), is appa- 
rently too weighty a Trait, not to be provided for with 
great Circumſpection. It can prudently be repoſed in ſuch 
only, as are Judges of the Qualifications requilite for the 
Office; and poſſeſs them, in a conſiderable Degree, them- 
If any peculiar-Education be neceſſary for Admiſ- 
fion into the Order, it muſt alſo be neceſſary for thoſe who 
are to have the Government of it. The Propriety of this 
Reſtriction is, indeed, generally acknowledged; the chief 
Doubt being, whether the Authority ſhould be lodged in 
many Hands, or may ſafely be truſted in one. The Words 
of Scripture are at firſt View certainly favourable to Epiſco- 
pacy. If Refinement and Sophiſtry have contrived to make: 
theſe ſeem indeterminate, the Practice of Chriſtians in the 
earlieſt and pureſt Ages of our Religion admits of no Con- 
troverſy. If this lays no Obligation upon their Succeſſors, 
the Point muſt be decided, like other Queſtions of this Kind, 
by the Exigency of Affairs, and the Dictates of common 
Prudence. Now, republican Modes of Proceeding, how- 
ever fitted for the ſmaller Subdiviſions of Mankind, and the 


leſs advanced States of civil Society, cannot ſubſiſt fo well 


in great, opulent, and extenſive Communities. The Forms 
of civil Government have every where influenced thoſe of 
eccleſiaſtical 
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eccleſiaſtical Polity ; and the Limitations of Monarchy in 
the State have naturally introduced among us a fimilar 
Plan of Church Authority, and correſpondent Reſtrictions 
upon its Exerciſe. With whatever Terrors they may both 
Have been armed in ruder Times, the gradual Advances of 
good Senſe, of the genuine Principles of Liberty, of ſound 
Philoſophy and pure Religion, have ſtripped them of every 
Thing that is really formidable. It may be difficult perhaps 
to calm the frightened Imaginations of thoſe, who can ne- 
ver behold the one without Turkiſh Deſpotiſm, or the other 
without inquiſitorial Tyranny, in its Train : but if theſe 
wild and groundleſs Fears are to be liſtened to, they evidently 
lead to the Extinction both of natural and civil Power; ſince 
neither of them is capable of Regulations that will prevent 
the Poſſibility of their being abuſed. 


ro the whole, our own Form of eccleſiaſtical Go- 
vernment is unexceptionable in itſelf; is properly adapted 
to our civil Conſtitution ; and, if well adminiſtered, muſt 
be productive of great Advantages. An ignorant and vicious 
Clergy will be readily allowed by all to be a public Miſ- 
chief; ſince no Degree of Learning or Virtue can extort 
from many a Confeſſion of their being a public Good. But 
what can ſo effectually prevent their deſerving the Reproach- 
es they meet with, as the Vigilance of a faithful Superior ; 

Ca excluding 
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excluding improper Perſons from being admitted into. the 
Order; ſuperintending the Conduct of its Members; animad- 
verting with paternal Authority upon the imprudent and 
immoral ; admoniſhing all with Earneſtneſs and Frequency 
to remember the Ends of their Inſtitution ; and rewarding 
the exemplary by a judicious Diſtribution of the Honours 
and Emoluments in his Diſpoſal ? The Power and Au- 
thority that are conſcientiouſly thus employed, can never 
have been beſtowed in vain ; and whatever Marks of Diſ- 
tinction the Community ſhall think proper to annex to ſuch 
an Office will be amply: repaid in the Weight, Efficacy, 
and beneficial Influence of its Adminiſtrations, Nor ſhould 
it be omitted, that whatever Advantages the Laity derive 
from their Inſtructors of the lower Orders, they have Op- 
portunities of receiving alſo from the Labours of thoſe of 
ſuperior Rank ; a Circumſtance that can ſcarce be imagined 
to make them leſs attentive to.any Kind of public Admini- 
ſtration : and with regard to the principal one, immedi» | 
ately reſpecting them, which is appropriated to the epiſcapal 
Office, it ought to be particularly mentioned, that the So- 
lemnity with which young Perſons are called upon to ratify 
their Baptiſmal Vows in the Preſence of the Biſhop, and to 
receive his Prayers and Blefling, is well adapted to impreſs 
them with juſt Notions of the Importance of their Chriſtian 
Obligations; and to ſecure the Performance of them,, by 

; adding 
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adding to their prior Engagements a voluntary; perſonal, 
and deliberate Promiſe. 


Tur inſeparable Union that ſubſiſts between the civil and 
religious Intereſts of Men, has led the Way to other Privi- 
leges annexed to the epiſcopal Office. The Propriety of 
theſe is to be defended upon the Principles of human Policy 
that gave Birth to them: but the Advantages immediately. 
reſulting to Religion, and of Conſequence to the State, from. 
the peculiar Functions of the Office itſelf, are unconnected 
with this Conſideration. They are obvious to common 
Senſe, and will be confeſſed by common Candour. They 
are ſuch as may kindle the Ambition, and will reward the 
Toils of the Patriot, no leſs than the Promotion of the tem- 
poral Happineſs of his Fellow-Creatures ; and a wiſe and 
good Man, conſcious of upright Intentions, and determined 
to exert his Talents in the faithful Diſcharge of his Duty, 
may as innocently and as laudably wiſh to ſerve the Public 
in ſuch a Station, as acknowledged Abilities and Probity 
are allowed. to aſpire to the Honours. of other Profeſſions. . 
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THERE is nothing indeed which may not be repreſented 
in an invidious Light by Perſons of a ludicrous or cynical 
Turn; and the Miniſters of ſuch a Religion as the Chriſtian 
ſhould, aboye all Men, be cautious not to engage in any 

| fierce 
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fierce Competitions for worldly Advantages. They ſhould 
not aim at all by unjuſtifiable Means, nor eagerly by any 
Means, at the Acquiſition of Power, or Rank, or Affluence: 
but a ſcrupulous avoiding of Poſts of Eminence, which muſt 
be filled by /eme, and which the Community is intereſted: 
in ſeeing well filled, can never be the Duty of thoſe, who 
poſſeſs the proper Qualifications for filling them with Credit 
to themſelves, and Advantage to the Public. 


Tur Apoſtle's Permiſſion te defire the Office of 4 Biſhop, 
may doubtleſs be abuſed by human Paſſions ; but the 
Catalogue which he fubjoins of the Virtues and Qualifica- 
tions, that are neceſſary for diſcharging it properly, 
will effectually repreſs the Confidence of every confi 
derate Man, and fill him with the moſt awful Appre- 
henſions. Some of theſe Requiſites were probably ſug- 
geſted by the Circumſtances of the Church at that 
particular Time: but that a Biſhop ſhould be &4/ame- 
leſs, vigilant, ſober, of good Behaviour, given to Hoſpi- 
tality, apt to teach, not given to Wine, no Striker, not 
greedy of filthy Lucre, but patient, not a Brawler, 
not covetous, one that ruleth well bis own Houſe, is 
of eternal and univerſal Neceſſity. To theſe moral En- 


dowments ſhould be added ſuch alſo, as, though of a 


ſubordinate Kind, yet being adapted to the peculiar Cha- 


racter, 
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racter, and prevalent Modes of Thinking of particular 
Times, can no more be neglected in Prudence, than the 


former can in Duty. An Age of refined and poliſhed 


Manners will be little diſpoſed to eſteem the Perſon, or 
conſequently to reſpect the Office, or attend to the Precepts, 
of a Man remarkable for Ruſticity, Awkwardneſs of Be- 
haviour, and Ignorance of the Cuſtoms of the World, or 
the Forms of what is called good Breeding. Extenſive and 
accurate Knowledge is neceſſary to ſecure him from Con- 
tempt, and much more to make him extenſively uſeful, 
at a Time when Learning is affected by all, and really 
poſſeſſed by many. To the faſhionable Efforts of Infidelity 
and Scepticiſm he muſt be able to oppoſe ſound Principles 
defended by clear Reaſohing. For ſo forward are many to 
diſpute, not only the Propricty of the external Modes, but 
even the Truth of the eſſential Doctrines of Religion, that 
he will often be called upon to vindicate the Obligations 


of natural Piety, and the revealed Duties of Chriſtianity ; 


and he muſt be able to do it upon the folid, ſubſtantial 


Baſis of Keaſon and Scripture ; he muſt repel the ſubtile 


Attacks of Sophiſtry by equal Dexterity in wielding the 
Arms of Truth ; he muſt recommend Virtue and Religion 
to the World by animated, and. commanding Eloquence ; 
and demonſtrate their Practicahility and Amiableneſs by the 


Luſtre of his own Example. . In ſhort, there are no Qua- 
| lities, 
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ties, that can enter into the Character of a great and good 
Man, which may not be diſplayed to Advantage in the 
ſuperior Offices of the Church; there is no Situation in 
which their Abſence will be more generally, or more 
diſadvantageouſly taken Notice of; or their Preſence attended 
with more extenſively beneficial Effects. 


In attempting to delineate ſuch a Character, it is ſcarce 
| Poſſible not to recollect, with Veneration, a late admirable 


Model of primitive, pious, laborious, and learned Epiſcopacy. 

May a double Portion of that Spirit which reſted on him, de- 
ſcend upon all who are raiſed to the ſame important Office! 
May they, in like Manner, diligently “ /abour in the 
Word and Doctrine“ May thoſe of the lower Order take 
care to imitate their Example! And may all the People 
committed to their Charge, obſerving their Earneſtneſs in 
the Cauſe of Religion, be prevailed upon to attend to their 
Inſtructions ; and to * ſbew forth, out of a good Converſa- 
tion, thoſe Fruits of Righteouſneſs, which are, by Feſus Chriſt, 

to the Praiſe and Glory of God, and to the eternal Salvation 
of their own Souls! Amen, 


F 1 N-1 8. 


